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To allow light to flow more easily
throughout the addition, the architect
pulled the staircase out fo the back of
the building {above left and plan).
The stair is raised a few feet 50 as
not to break into the loundation; it can
be entered from the north/south hall-
way thal forms a border between the
main house and the addition (above
right).
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ald house and the new
wing. The addition’s sleck,
metal-clad chimney, howev-
er, departs from the farm-
house’s massive stone ones,
And interspersed with the
more traditional double-
hung windows are thor-
oughly modern, fixed
floor-to-ceiling units,
“Fixed glass is a cost-effec-
tive way of getting more
glass—and light—into the
project,” Gurney says.
“There's no frame to add
expense.”

Inside the add , the
architect ook his cue from
the existing house's interior
and used wood as the domi-
nant material. As in the
farmhouse, chunky columns
and ceiling rafters lend
rooms warmth and defini-
tion. Cleanly detailed cabi-
nets and a decidedly mod-
ern fireplace surround (far
left) take on more contem-
porary forms.

The floors are inexpen-
sive sealed roffers (pine
boards typically used in
roof sheathing). Four
different types of wood—
mahogany, heart pine,
Douglas fir, and the rof-
fers—dress up the addi-
tion’s interior, creating a
subtly varied mix of shades
and textures,

Now that the project is
finished, Gurney sees in it a
record of sorts.

“I envision the entire
house as a sort of time line,”
he muses. “You have the old
building dating from the
18005, Now, the addition
contributes another century
to the home's identity.”
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Kathering Lambert
robert m. gurney,
architect

alexandria, va.

The offices of Robert M. Gurney. Archi-
tect. located in the Old Town section of
Alexandria, Va., appear unassuming
enough. But they re the site of a three-per-
son practice (including Gumey's wifle, inte-
rior designer Therese Baron Gurmey) that
chums out about |5 projects a year. Most
of the work is residential; much of it wins
awards. The nine-year-old firm is known
for graceful, modemn additions and renova-
tions that don’t miss a beat when it comes
0o connecting with the original house,
Thase remodels compose 80 percent of
Gumey's residential work, much of which
is in nearby Washington, 2.C. “The advan-
tage of remodeling in a dense metropoli-

tan area is that the house usually gives you

10 respond ighborhood
conlexl, site concerns, existing building
elements.” he says. “OF course, that can

sometimes work as o constraint, as well”

The firm has also designed new houses
up and down the East Coast and some

light commercial projects. Gurney tries o

keep as ma iller projects on his plate
as he can, for reasons many an architect
can relate to. “Smaller projects keep me
in touch with the importance of detailing
and material selection,” he says. “Also,

they have a fasier turnaround time—you

get more of an instant gral
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altered states

room from the loft bedroom,
one had to go downstairs to the
first-floor bath. And the bed-
room ceiling was on the verge
of falling in.

The owners asked Gumey to
change this part of the house
into a more purposeful space.
They wanted the loft to be
made over into a master bed-
room, and they requested a
family room with a fireplace
where residents and guests
could gather comfortably.

The architect started by
demolishing the entire southeast
portion of the house, saving only
the stone foundation. “Leaving
the foundation intact was our
way of deferring to the original
house,” he says. Gurney then
designed a rebuilt wing contain-
ing what the clients had asked
for: downstairs, a large, light-
filled family room with a central
fireplace and built-in cabinets
for a TV, stereo, and other enter-
tainment equipment; upstairs, a
new master bedroom suite with
a master bath,

Gurney balanced the old and
new portions of the house by
introducing elements of the
farmhouse into the addition,
reinterpreting them to give the
newly built wing a personality
of its own. The wing is clad in
clapboard siding, just like the
existing house. But it’s painted
bamn red, a hue that establishes
the addition’s separate identity
while acknowle
farmhouse’s roots.

The addition’s double-hung
windows echo the size and pro-
portion of those in the main
house. Its shed dormer, as well,
evokes those on the existing
building. And black, standing-
seam metal roofs top both the
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altered

three very different projects
realize a common goal of remodeling:

a home that embraces its owners’ lifestyles.

by meghan drueding

welcome addition

Seamless additions that look
like part of the original house
aren't Alexandria, Va., archi-
tect Bob Gurney's style. Nei-
ther are irrelevant, Bauhaus-
on-farmhouse ones. “When
I'm doing an addition, [ want
to celebrate the fact that it’s
a new part of the house,” he
says. “But I also want to be
sure to honor the existing
structure.”

The existing structure in
this case was a 19th-century
farmhouse in Loveusville,
Va., an exurb of Washington,
D.C. The farmhouse, itself a

renovation of a 1700s log
cabin, had a charming old
stone foundation, a covered
front porch, and a beautiful
wooded site. The dilapidat-
ed southeast corner of the
house, however, which rests
four steps lower than the rest
of the building, posed sever-
al problems.

The only connection
between the lower corner and
the central part of the house
was a half set of stairs. The
first-floor rooms, a study and
a TV room, were dark and
rarely used. To get to a bath-
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